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Imperialism made no bones about its methods during the struggle.
Sir Samuel Hoare, \vhom Gandhiji had befriended in London, told
the House of Commons that the Ordinances were " very drastic and
severe" and that there v/as to be no etdrawn battle" this time. A
Bombay Government spokesman boasted that CI v/ar is not fought with
gloves on." The mounting wrath of the masses found no correspond-
ing leadership, however. Even when Congress was illegal, orders
\verc actually issued against secrey as a perversion of Congress prin-
ciples ! By the summer of 1932, the centre of gravity was sought to
be sh.hed from the question of political freedom, when Gandhiji
declared he v.as giving all his m"r-d to the ctuse of the Harijans
("untouchables11}. In September \ 13*2, he toe.; recourse to a u fast
unto death ", not for freedom or so-ne major aim ot the life-and-death
struggle still g'oing on, but to prevent the scheme of separate repre-
sentation for the "depressed classes1', since that. :t v;as said, would
vivisect Hinduism. Naturally enou^'i, the country's anxieties centred
on the great man's precious life, and the upshot was the so-called
Poona Pact which increased the number of reserved sear.s for the
"depressed classes". Whatever the ethical implications of t'-:e Fast,
it served to distract attention from the national struggle which needed,
in view of the failure of Hindu-Muslim Unity Conferences held on
Pandit Malaviya's initiative, to be nursed back carefully to strength
and self-assertion.

In May 1933, Gandhiji undertook another fast, not against the
Government, but " for purification of myself and my associates to?
greater vigilance and watchfulness in connection with the Harijan
cause." Whether "purification" happened or not, one does not know ;
anyhow, the Government decided to release him unconditionally.
The acting president of the Congress consulted him and announced
the suspension of the civil disobedience movement for six weeks. It
drove V. J. Patel and Subhas Bose, then in Europe, to issue a mani-
festo pointing out Gandhiji's " confession of failure" and calling for
a radical reorganisation of the Congress, lf on a new principle, with
a new method, for which a new leader is essential ".10

The manifesto of Patel and Bose was not particularly helpful s
for a new method and a new leadership cannot simply be wished into
existence. Gandhiji remained on the field, and there was no alterna-
tive leadership that was strong and understanding enough in sight. In
July 1933, he asked the Viceroy for an interview and was refused. In
spite of it, the Congress leadership decided to end mass civil
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